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| Impersonal.
Without moral distinctions.

The life force that underlies
nature; the existential Sub-
stance beneath all things.

Personal.
Morally holy.

Creator; distinct from His
creation.

‘| Divine, in that we are onto-

‘| logically extended (extended
in our beings) from God'’s ex-

| istential Substance.

| Unconditionally extended

' | from the Oneness, but we are
* |ignorant of our true, divine
nature.

Made in God’s image, but we
are ontologically separate
(separated in our beings) from
the transcendent, infinite,
and holy God.

Spiritually separated from
God because of our sin and
rebellion against Him.

| Gaining a new perspective, in
| which we see the intercon-
| nectedness of all things, in-

| cluding ourselves, with the di-
: }vine Oneness.

Being justified before and rec-
onciled to God through faith
in the atoning work of Jesus
Christ. Salvation is also being
given new life, through the
transforming power of the
Holy Spirit.

Spiritual progression for the

| purpose of attaining enlight-
[ enment.

| Expanding one’s conscious-

| ness into the Universal Mind.

Spent in either heaven or

hell.

Either eternal fellowship with
the personal God, or eternal
separation from Him.
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ECULAR ASSERTION

CONTRADICTION OR PROBLEM

“Thete is no absolute truth.”

Such a statement itself claims to be an
absolute truth.

*Life is meaningless.”

The person who makes such a statement
contradicts himself or herself because he
or she is claiming to make a meaningful
statement (Zacharias, 73). Why bother
making a statement that has meaning if
life is meaningless?

| “Science is the only avenue to truth.”

Such a statement cannot itself be proven
to be true by its own avenue to truth—
the scientific method.

* [#All morality is relative.”

How can we tell if a person who makes
such a statement is telling the truth,
since he or she might consider it
convenient to lie? Plus, such a person
often does not hesitate to make moral
judgments concerning social issues, or
concerning his or her view of God (for
example, Why did God permit evil?).

.1 “Each individual determines his or her
own purpose in life. There is no ultimate

: purpose.”

If there’s no ultimacy to any purpose,
then even the individual purposes are
meaningless. Also, how does anyone
know there is no ultimate meaning unless
he or she has an ultimate perspective?

“The theory of evolution, which is lauded

as a natural law, contends that complexity
*|(life) arises out of simplicity (nonlife)
without the aid of intelligence.”

But the law of entropy, which is an
indisputable law of nature, says that
complex things disintegrate to a state of
simplicity (see Noebel, 330-333).

:-:_ “Humanity is, by nature, good.”

Such a statement lacks meaning since
there is no moral reference point in
secularism by which to gauge goodness.
Also, if humanity is indeed by nature
good, then why doesn’t goodness come
more naturally to people?

“What is needed today is rational and
logical thinking.”

How can our thoughts be trusted to
reflect reality if they are nothing more
than the product of chemical and
biological elements?
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ISLAM

CHRISTI&NI’!Y

A smgular unity. No partner is

to be associated with God.

A compound, or complex,
unity-—one in essence, three
in person

Good by nature

Sinful by nature

~ |Sinis thought of in terms of

| rejecting right guidance. It can
1 be forgiven through repen-

{tance. No atonement is neces-

 sary.

Sin is serious in that it is spo-
ken of as causing spiritual
death (Romans 6:23; Ephe-
sians 2:1). It is serious be-
cause it reflects an attitude of
moral rebellion against the
holy God, which causes us to
be alienated from Him. An
atonement is necessary before
our relationship with God can
be restored.
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The standard for salvation is
the absolute holiness of God
(Matthew 5:48). Therefore, it
can only be offered as a gift by
God, based on His grace and
Jesus' atoning work, and it can
be received through faith. Sal-
vation cannot be earned.

One of the major prophets. To
associate Jesus with God (for
instance, to call Him the Son
of God) is blasphemy. Muslims
affirm the virgin birth of Jesus
and the miracles that He per-
formed.

The one and only Son of God.
John wrote, “Who is the liar?
It is the man who denies that
Jesus is the Christ. Such a
man is the antichrist—he de-
nies the Father and the Son”
(1 John 2:22).

According to the Islamic tradi-
tion, Jesus did not die on the
cross. Instead, He ascended to
heaven, and Judas died in His
place on the cross. Muslims
believe that it is disrespectful
to believe that God would al-
low one of His prophets—and
especially one of the most
honored of the prophets—to
be crucified.

Jesus died a physical death
and gave His life as the substi-
tutionary atonement for our
sins. He then rose from the
dead in a physical but immor-
tal body and appeared to hun-
dreds of witnesses (1 Corinthi-
ans 15). God’s specific purpose
for sending Jesus into the
world was for Him to be cruci-
fied and to die for our sins
(Matthew 20:28; John 3:16;
Romans 8:3; 2 Corinthians
5:21; 1 Peter 1:19-20). Jesus
voluntarily gave His life for us
(John 6:51; 10:11-17). The
end was not that of dishonor
but that of the highest exalta-
tion (Acts 2:29-33; 5:30-31;
Philippians 2:8-11).

Corrupted. Abrogated by the
Quran.

Authentic. Divinely inspired.
The final authority in all mat-
ters of faith and truth.
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An impermanent collec-

| tion ot aggregates

An impermanent collec-
tion of aggregates. For

Made in God's image.

| BupDHISM | BUDDISM CHRISTIANITY
( " | Nirvana, an abstract Void | Nirvana, an abstract A personal God who is
SOt Void, but also an undif- | self-existent and change-
i ferentiated Buddha less
: i essence
HUMANITY

Personal existence has

porary, which causes us
to continue in the illu-
sion of the existence of

the individual self.

Bt some, personal existence | value. We continue to
e continues for a while in | exist as persons after

o the Pure Land. death.

THE - | We sufferbecause we | Sameas Theravada We suffer because of the

PROBLEM | desire that which is tem- consequences of our sin.

But we also suffer be-
cause, being made in
God's image, we are ful-
filled only when we are
in a relationship with our
Creator God. Even
though we are most ful-
filled when in relation-
ship with God, we have
rebelled against Him,
and are thus alienated
from Him.

To cease all desire in or-
der to realize the nonex-
istence of the self, thus
finding permanence

To become aware of the
Buddha-nature within

To be forgiven by and
reconciled with God. We
find permanence in the
immutability of God.

| Self-reliance. We must
1 follow the Middle Path
| and accrue karmic merit.

Self-reliance. The means
vary from that of follow-
ing the Eightfold Path, to
emptying the mind, to
accruing merit by per-
forming rituals, to realiz-
ing the Buddha-nature
within, to depending on
the mexits of a bodhi-
sattva.

Reliance on God. We
must repent of our sins
and trust in the saving
work of Jesus Christ.

OUTCOME

~ | To enter nirvana where

the ego is extinguished

The outcome varies from
that of returning as a ho-
dhisattva in order to
guide others, to entering
nirvana, to living in a
Pure Land from which
oOne can enter nirvand.

Our existence as individ-
uals survives death, and
we are fulfilled as we are
in eternal fellowship
with a loving and per-
sonal God.




